
Naval Dockyards Society Tour  
English Harbour Antigua Dockyard May 2019 

 

Plans are in hand for the Society’s next overseas visit, a one-week study tour to the recently inscribed 
UNESCO world heritage site, the 18th-century British naval dockyard at English Harbour, Antigua 
https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1499. This is a unique and well-preserved remnant of a tropical 
dockyard which served the British sailing navy, also known as Nelson’s Dockyard because of Nelson’s 
posting 1784–87. 

The Society’s host will be Dr Reg Murphy, Director Heritage Resources Antigua & Barbuda National 
Parks and Secretary-General of Antigua's National Commission for UNESCO. Arrangements are being 
made by NDS member John Harris, who gave a paper ‘The Naval Dockyard at English Harbour: Heroism 
or Logistics?’ at the 2015 conference: The Royal Dockyards and the Pressures of Global War, 1793–1815. 
Provisional dates for the trip: 17–24 May 2019. 

The final itinerary will be announced in December with proposed flight arrangements and costs. A 
comprehensive programme will include one or more visits to the dockyard as well as adjacent military 
fortifications, Betty’s Hope sugar plantation site now under restoration, the island’s capital St John’s 
and a boat trip. Two days of independent leisure will allow members to enjoy the beautiful island of 
Antigua and its many attractions fully at their own pace. 

The flight/hotel cost on a full board basis will be approximately £2432 for 7nights (per person in a 
single), and approximately £1790 (per person in a twin/double) 7nights, including tour fees of around 
£250.  Bookings & 85% payments will be collected by 31 December 2018 to book flights/hotels in the 
January 2019 sales, with the balance payable in March 2019. Excursion day lunches and independent 
travel on leisure days are excluded from this cost. Antigua flights are normally from/to Gatwick. 

For logistical reasons, the number of participants will be limited. Early expressions of interest are now 
invited. To register your interest, please e-mail John Harris at john.harris@chch.ox.ac.uk. John will also 
be pleased to answer any questions. Participants will receive updates to enable them to confirm. 

  

English Harbour Antigua Dockyard Naval Dockyards Society Tour May 2019 

I/We express my/our interest in the Naval Dockyards Society Antigua Tour (please delete as required). 

Please select: single or twin or double room. If a single traveller, would you be prepared to share a twin room? YES NO 

All name(s) as they appear on your passport(s)………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Address………………….………....……………………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….…………… 

Daytime and evening telephone numbers………………………………………….……………………………………………………………………………… 

Email…………………………….………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Signed……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….Date……………….…………………………………….. 

mailto:john.harris@chch.ox.ac.uk

